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To answer that question I am going to 
give you some information compiled 

by the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners.

Why do we vaccinate broodmares? It all 
has to do with passive transfer of maternal 
antibodies which basically means the foals 
gets immunity to disease from its mother’s 
colostrum. The AAEP provides this 
information:

It is important to vaccinate broodmares 
4 to 6 weeks before foaling for their 
own protection, as well as to maximize 
concentrations of immunoglobulins in their 
colostrum to be passively transferred to their 
foals. The significant majority of vaccines 
used in broodmares during late gestation 
to maximize immunoglobulin transfer via 
the colostrum do not carry a “safe for use 
in pregnant mare” claim. However, this is an accepted practice and 
clinical experience indicates these products are safe for this purpose, 
but if the practitioner has specific safety questions or concerns, he or she 
is encouraged to contact he manufacturer for additional information.

Recognize that simply vaccinating the mare is not sufficient for 
protection of the foal; successful passive transfer must also occur. The 
foal must receive adequate amounts of high quality colostrum and 
absorb adequate amounts of specific colostral immunoglobulins before 
absorption of macromolecules ceases (generally 24 to 48 hours). Specific 
colostral immunoglobulins provide protection against field infections 
for several months but also may interfere with vaccinal antigens and 
may interfere with foal responses to vaccines; a phenomenon termed 
“maternal antibody interference.” 

Although protective concentrations of maternal antibody decline with 
time, vaccination of a foal while these colostral antibodies are present 
- even at concentrations less than those considered to be protective - 
is often of minimal value because of maternal antibody interference. 
Consequently, a foal may be susceptible to infection before the primary 
vaccinal series is completed. Management directed at minimizing 
exposure to infectious agents is key during this interval.

Foals with residual maternal antibodies generally produce a greater 
serologic response to killed vaccines when an initial series of three 
doses is administered rather than the 2-dose series recommended 
by most manufacturers of vaccines for older horses without residual 
maternal antibodies. 

The best source of information regarding your vaccination program is 
your local equine veterinarian.

We have included a schedule below and on the following pages.  It  is a 
suggested vaccination schedule provided by the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners, and is based on generally accepted veterinary 
practices. These guidelines are neither regulations nor directives for all 
situations and should not be interpreted as such. It is the responsibility 
of attending veterinarians, through an appropriate veterinarian-client-
patient relationship, to utilize this information coupled with available 
products to determine the best professional care for their patients. For 
complete discussion of vaccination guidelines, please see the AAEP 
resource guide “ Guidelines for Vaccination of Horses.”   The schedule 
can be found at:  http://www.aaep.org/pdfs/AAEP_vacc_guide.pdf  and 
is printed courtesy of AAEP.  

We would like to help you get your 
horse health questions answered 
by a knowledgeable equine veteri-
narian.
Submit your questions to us via 
email, we will present them to a 

qualified veteranarian that specialize in equine health and then pub-
lish the question along with the vet’s response in a future issue of 
The Horse Resource. 
Ask away..... Send questions to us at:  
thehorseresource@msn.com  Subject line:  “Ask the Vet”

Ask The Vet
Stephen D. Fisch, DVM

AVS Equine Hospital located at
9085 Magnolia Hill Drive
Tallahassee, FL  32309.

Visit their website at
www.avsequinehospital.com

or call 850-386-3619         

Ask the Vet with Dr. Steve Fisch, DVM
What is the recommended vaccination schedule for broodmares and foals and why?
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